Chondrosarcomas are uncommon in domestic mammals [ 11 and there are few references to their occurrence in non-domesticated species. Four neoplasms have been described in porcupines [2]-none of them a chondrosarcoma. We have been unable to trace any records of this tumour in these rodents.
c m . . testes were small and in an inguinal position. There were no lymph node abnormalities and neither radiography nor gross examination showed evidence of skeletal lesions.
Histological examination showed no significant lesions in the heart, liver, intestinal tract or testes. The primary thoracic lesion was surrounded by a well vascularised connective tissue capsule (fig. 3) . The tumour had a cartilaginous matrix with cavities, many of which contained blood or acellular alcianophilic mucinous material. The cartilaginous matrix was associated with cells that varied considerably in shape; some were typical chondroblasts, others resembled fibroblasts. The metastases in the lung consisted of islands of cartilage closely resembling those in the primary tumour ( fig. 4) .
The chondrosarcoma described was similar in many ways to those described in domestic animals, particularly in that it originated from a rib. It was unequivocally malignant as shown by its pleomorphic cytological appearance and extensive pulmonary metastases.
